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The following is a summary of the discussions, current files and progress of the 
CCMTA 2019 Annual Meeting. It is important that you read carefully through all the way 
to the end as they are major changes concerning drivers and carriers. 

The issue of Shippers' responsibility to secure sealed cargoes by 

themselves was addressed. 

Indeed it has been recognized that a problem is present on our roads when a heavy 
vehicle carries a sealed cargo from the shipper and that the driver and the carrier have no 
way of checking in the box that the cargo is fixed properly. 

It has been recognized that penalizing the carrier or driver who has no control over 
this non-compliant and unsafe cargo does not make sense and this situation will be 
reviewed and adapted. File to follow in the fall. 

The record of Electronic Log is current 

It has been discussed here an alliance and cross-border cooperation among 
jurisdictions. For the moment CCMTA is first of all looking at the aspect of the technical 
specifications. 

The details will be available from June 10 on the CCMTA website and will be 
formalized in the final version on the Transport Canada website more or less a month 
later. There will be updates over time. A condensed version will be available on the 
website of the Department of Justice. 

Regarding the changes in hours of service, the information is not ready to be publicly 
disclosed. It is possible that the information will be transmitted with a short time of 
adaptation for the industry. 

PMVI Periodic Mendatory Vehicules Inspections  

A taskforce will work on the inspection of dangerous goods transport equipment. 

Driving distractions 

A report of 45 recommendations has been submitted to CCMTA (available on the 
CCMTA website) Distractions at the wheel account for at least 25% of accidents with 
fatalities. A two-year, 150 000 dollar project has been established in collaboration with 
scientists and safety trainers. 

Among other things, we are talking about creating a training and awareness program 
for drivers and transporters based on an accident study. Factors considered include 
fatigue and distractions. A report is available on the CCMTA website: The Human Factor 
Report 
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Strategy 

A multi-level strategy is put in place for the program, it involves three levels: 

Operational Level: Vehicle Control 

Tactical Level: Environmental Control and Assessment of the road conditions  
(driver awareness) 

Strategic Level: Driving Style 

It is also about changing the approach (Bringing incentives rather than focusing only 
on the punitive side). We also talk about raising awareness about the risks, the impact and 
the mechanisms and learning to self-observe one's attention. 

It has been raised that fuel economy tracking programs can be useful in encouraging 
good behavior but can also be a distraction if used in the wrong place and at the wrong 
time. 

Contribution of the Federation to the project: 

The Federation took the time to emphasize that the cultural changes must be done at 
the level of the drivers but also at all levels of the industry and to put in context the 
intention of zero distraction vs the reality of the industry (deadlines, pressure, working 
conditions and industry expectations of the driver). There was a good recognition of the 
problem from Transport Canada. 

Satisfaction Rating and Security (National Safety Compliance) 

We are talking about reciprocity between jurisdictions so that everyone is treated on 
the same basis, criteria for security / compliance ratings. File to follow in the fall. 

Transport Canada 

The Blitz 

(Enhanced Road Safety Inspections) will this year be coordinated across North 
America (Canada, United States and Mexico). Dates to follow. 
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Certification of tanks 

There is a big problem that Transport Canada is planning to stop very soon. 

Many facilities that perform modifications, repairs, tests and inspections on tanks do 
not have certification, license or are not registered. Several carriers will therefore have to 
ensure that the work performed is compliant and take the necessary steps to correct the 
non-compliant repairs / modifications. 

In order to facilitate the correction of the situation and minimize the damage 
Transport Canada has established a list of facilities recognized, accredited, registered, 
certified and licensed on its site so that all concerned can go to ensure that the work that 
has been done or that will be done is in compliance: 

http://wwwapps.tc.gc.ca/saf-sec-sur/3/fdr-rici/highway/tanks.aspx 

A solution will be put in place to help the victims of this situation but the details are 
not available at the moment. 

Emergency response plan for dangerous goods 

There will be changes to the emergency response plan for hazardous materials. The 
changes will be available on the CCMTA website and in the Gazette around the month of 
June. 

There will be changes soon on improving driver training in hazardous materials so 
that drivers are better informed and better prepared in case of emergency. 

Priorities that the Federation took to CCMTA 

Mandatory training 

During the round table discussion a crucial step for the recognition of commercial 
driving as a skill trade was taken. 

We have submitted to the CCMTA the importance of keeping the Federation involved 
in the cases and for supporting the Federation in developing a continuous multi-level 
mandatory training plan for the next step to the MELT which will be beneficial for all 
parties involved. 

We explained that we have a pro-active task force of professional trainers with 20-30 
years of experience from coast to coast who are already working on the program. We 
emphasized the importance of having mandatory and consistent training in Canada for 
mandatory training instructors. 

We asked CCMTA to let us know their criteria and guidelines so that we could work 
in the most effective and useful way in collaboration with their work. 

http://wwwapps.tc.gc.ca/saf-sec-sur/3/fdr-rici/highway/tanks.aspx
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Awareness 

We raised the importance of an awareness campaign for the public and for driving 
schools training sessions about driving around heavy vehicles. 

Prepass 

We brought the idea that it might be useful to consider a Prepass system as in the US 
so that drivers and carriers with a good safety rating can bypass the scales without delay 
when they are open to maximize inspection operations and also the possibility to reduce 
the risk of having drivers who accumulate wasted time and could be tempted to drive too 
fast. 

Priorities retained by CCMTA 

Here are the priorities that the CRA Committee has certainly mentioned agreeing with 
(Not the final version) for the next 3 years: 

- Better carrier tracking 

- Safe parking for trucks 

- Alteration of emission systems 

- Mandatory Drug Testing in Canada 

FMCSA (US Regulation) 

Entry level Driver training (ELDT) will take effect on February 6, 2020 in  
the United States. 

There will be reciprocity between the MELT in Canada and ELDT in the US. There 
will be consistency in the training of drivers and trainers across the US. The training of 
trainers will only be provided by the FMCSA. There is an openness to standardize 
Canada-United States in the future. 

Contribution of the Federation 

We asked if the FMCSA has plans to have continuity in the basic entry level training program 

(follow-up, other higher levels). 

They replied that they are not aware of such a program at the moment. 
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Pilot Projects 

Two pilot projects are underway in the US to amend the law that did not allow drivers 
under 21 to cross from one state to another (interstate). 

The first project is to allow class A holders under the age of 21 who have military 
training to cross from one state to another in a semi-trailer. 

The second is to expand the pool for all drivers under 21 years of age. These pilot 
projects only concern US residents and military personnel. The FMCSA is taking 
comments on these pilot projects right now. 

It should be noted that there is a general Canada-US trend of wanting to fill the driver 
shortage by now accepting younger drivers who were previously considered unsafe. 

Drugs and Alcohol 

As everyone knows, it is forbidden to operate a commercial vehicle in the United 
States if they have traces of alcohol or cannabis use. 

As of January 6, 2020 it will be mandatory for any semi-trailer driver traveling to the 
United States to register on the FMCSA website at: https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/ 
Registrations will be available from October 2019. 

It will be important and mandatory for all drivers who go to the US to be registered 
in the FMCSA database, to give permission to collect information to any future employer 
when hiring and to make follow-up of his file. 

Any carrier will be required to complete a search of the database for new drivers 
hiring process or for return to work after a violation and a partial search of its drivers on 
an annual basis. Employers will also be required to report any violation of his drivers if 
he is aware that an offence has been committed. 

Any driver who tests positive, who refuses to be tested or that his boss  knows that he 
is in violation of this law (the boss will be obliged to report it) will be obliged to follow up 
on his folder. 

 

 

 

 

https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/
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The priorities of FMCSA 

Resolving issues related to diabetes 

Centralize the database of convictions information for US drivers while they are in 
Canada. Establish a reciprocity agreement between Canada and the United States of the 
medical and criminal database. 

Equivalence of drivers 

Foreign drivers with Class A equivalence who wish to exchange their foreign licences 
for the US licence after February 6, 2020 will have to complete FMCSA entry level training. 

Others formations 

There will be mandatory training to be able to add to the driver's licence classes to 
carry: passengers, dangerous goods or to drive school buses and will need an 
endorsement before they can have training behind the wheel. 

The FMCSA curriculum for mandatory training does not include a minimum of hours 
although training is estimated to be approximately +/- 60hrs. The training will continue 
until the full satisfaction of the trainer.  

More info at: www.fmcsa.dot.gov/international-programs 

Hours of services 

Changes to service hours will come. The FMCSA is talking about adding 2hrs of driving 
for adverse road conditions. Personal conveyance driving time to 100 miles radius.  
ELD.enforcement@dot.gov 

Study 

A study of the FMCSA shows that since the arrival of the electronic log there is a 

reduction of the violations on the hours of service, on the other hand there would seem to 

be an increase of the violations of speed. 

http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/international-programs
mailto:ELD.enforcement@dot.gov

